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An emergency, while it cannot create power, increase granted power, or remove or diminish the restrictions imposed upon the 


power granted or reserved, may allow the exercise of power already in existence but not exercised except during an emergency. | 


The danger must be immediate and impending or the necessity urgent for the public service, such as will not admit of delay 


and where the action of the civil authority would be too late in providing the means which the occasion calls for.” For instance, 
there is no basis in the Constitution for the seizure of steel mills during a wartime labor dispute, despite the President's claim 


that the war effort would be crippled if the mills were shut down.” 


The Supreme Court has not denied the reality of dangers from foreign or internal conflicts. Rather, it has recognized the need 
to respect constitutional requirements even in troubled times. Security interests may be affected by fluctuations in international 
trade and the supply of natural resources by social unrest at home and abroad and by public disclosure of policy deliberations; 
however, such events cannot routinely justify invasions of privacy or restrictions on expression without devaluing and eventually 


destroying those rights.“ Nonetheless, the Court has recognized that authority ofan emergency nature to protect national security 


information is vested in the President as head of the executive branch and as commander in chief. 
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